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Varghese Koshy
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IndianMedia

Where iIs the media heading?

Times are such that today even journalists admit that the
mainstream media are on its deathbed! However, we wouldn’t
agree if someone were to say that journalism is dead or that
it’s dying. Journalism is in fact thriving, though its contours
have changed (for the better, should one say?).

But the pertinent question here is why is death staring at
the mainstream media. Who is to blame, that is if someone
ought to be blamed. As journalists we are required to answer
these basic questions, for we are duty-bound to ask questions
and also find answers to the questions we ask.

It’s easy to blame the management of newspapers and
TV channels for the rot that has set in today’s media. However,
1 feel, apportioning blame on the management is to a great

Those at the helm in
Indian newspapers are
often chosen tor their
policing capabilities and
not because they are
good journalists. They
are seldom good writers,
or good at rewriting or
editing, nor do they have
imagination or under-
stand what news is. |
have often felt that such
people should be re-
cruited to the police force
as their place is not the
newspaper office, where
sensitive, intelligent and
knowledgeable men and
women should sit.
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extent a convenient mode of escapism.

Why do | say that? To answer this, we
would have to ask a number of questions first.

Why did Indian journalists covering the
Nepal earthquake behave so shamelessly? Why
do journalists in this country have to be flag-
waving jingoists like our politicians? Is it our job
to please the powers that be, even if it means
being ridiculed?

The Indian government was quick to react
with relief efforts sending in military planes with
supplies and men to help just after the devastat-
ing quake struck our tiny northern neighbour on
April 25. According to Times of India, our
country had over 700 personnel conducting
search-and-rescue efforts on the ground, fol-
lowed by China (168), Bangladesh (140) and the
US (120).

Hordes of Indian journalist too landed in
that country apparently with the aim of doing a
thorough job. However, the job turned out to be
too thorough for comfort that the non-stop
coverage was criticized for being “insensitive”
and often barbaric. TV reporters were accused of
“shoving microphones at suffering victims,”
according to Times of India. As per that newspa-
per, the reporters even “intruded into family
cremations and questioned grieving relatives.”

DO YOO WATCH

OOR CHANNEL ? ~& 1

Such rude and impervious behaviour
naturally drew criticism. Facebook and Twitter
had the rude message #GoHomelndianMedia
trending on them. Derisive jokes and tweets
were the order of the day. And it was not
Nepalese alone who cried horse, bashing the
insensitive and jingoistic Indian media, people in
this side of the border too joined in, not finding
the coverage amusing or charitable.

“Your media and media personnel are
acting like they are shooting some kind of family
serials,” Nepalese writer Sunita Shakya wrote in
an open letter to the Indian media. “If your
media person can reach the places where the
relief supplies have not reached at this time of
crisis, can’t they take a first- aid kit or some food
supplies with them as well?” he asked.

What prompted such over enthusiasm?
Competition, of course. The TV crew of all
channels were keen to be seen as the first to
reach certain places, the first to cover a certain
news, etc. And they were reportedly battling it
out with the ‘others’ to be the first among the lot
to film the rescue operations undertaken by the
Indian Army. The Hindu reported that one TV
reporter had told its correspondent that “too
many journalists had kept making trips on the
Army chopper”. And according to this guy, “I
also got the sense last week that because of all
this coverggle, many Nepalese had started
feeling that India is
acting like some sort
of a big brother.”

The media was
accused of being
triumphalist, as if they
were there right
behind a conquering
Army. Prior to this it
was only the Western
media that had been
accused of such
conceited behaviour
“while covering events
in developing coun-
tries”.

Here | come
back to my earlier
questions: why did
the media behave as
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How are you
feeling now...?

it did? Surely no management would have urged
these reporters to behave as they did in Nepal.
However, the “demanding” TRP-driven editor
would have made their lives miserable had they
not behaved as they did. These guys sitting in
their swanky offices in big cities are there to
bring in advertisement revenue to the company
they work in. He/she is not worried or sensitive
about what happens on the ground as long as
the newspaper sells or the TRP rating of his/her
channel goes up. For this his/her company pays
him/ her cartons of money (often much more
than all his staff put together). Hence, they more
often than not behave like the supervisors in old
tea plantations in British India. Yes, he/she is
often just a glorified “mastry”.

Those at the helm in Indian newspapers are
often chosen for their policing capabilities and
not because they are good journalists. They are
seldom good writers, or good at rewriting or
editing, nor do they have imagination or under-
stand what news is. | have often felt that such
people should be recruited to the police force as

their place is not the newspaper office, where
sensitive, intelligent and knowledgeable men
and women should sit.

However, not all is lost. The ‘mastrys’ in this
profession and the media houses they represent
would soon find themselves in the dustbins of
history. A new kind of journalism is taking over.
The social media is powerful enough to bring
you news and views from any part of the world
at any time of the day. Hence, people are going
to prefer them to the antediluvian outfits
pedalling archaic journalism. And journalism
students should be happy that they can become
true journalists on their own without having to
depend on media houses. Venturing out would
however require a lot of guts and gumption. Yes,
it’s a brave new world.

®

Varghese Koshy (Independent Media Professional)
Former Asst. Editor - Hindu, Times of India, Indian
Express

E-mail: varghese.koshy@gmail.com
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Roy Mathew

The use of one to one communication
contributed significantly to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s election campaign and image
building.

The power of mouth to mouth or interper-
sonal communication has long been evident,
historically. It played a major role in our inde-
pendence struggle and the defeat of Indira
Gandhi after the emergency. What made Mr.
Maodi’s interpersonal communication different
was that he used technology effectively to reach
persons whom he could not directly reach. Thus
he achieved a form of interpersonal communica-
tion through media, achieving a sort of direct
interactivity through social media. The
interactivity of social media helped him to create
the impression that he was directly dealing with
people and not addressing them over public
address systems, radio or television.

Modi and his campaigners used all chan-
nels such as Facebook, Twitter, Youtube,
Slideshare, Flickr, and Pinterest to overwhelm
these channels with positive images about Mr.
Modi, in the process suppressing negative
images related to Godhra riots, abandoning of
his wife Jashodaben and the like. The use of
modern technology like holograms at his 3D
rallies, video conferences for his Chai Pe
Charcha and Google Hangouts helped him shed
the image of someone with communal and
conservative attitudes of an old generation with
one of a tech savvy person. He also addressed
hundreds of rallies across India.

Depending on one’s political perspective,
one can say that Mr. Modi used direct communi-
cation to bring down a corrupt government that
was facing policy paralysis, or that he used it to
give false hopes and wrong notions in his pursuit

Power of direct communication
Narendra Modi’s victory
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for power. However, it remains a fact that the
Congress failed to counter the communication
offensive. Even when Rahul Gandhi opened a
Twitter account recently, it was in the name of his
office, taking away any semblance of assumption
that he was directly interacting with people. His
forays into tribal hamlets and the like has only
marginal effect and it is doubtful that any
meaningful one to one communication takes
place on such occasions.

On the other hand, AAP leader Aravind
Kejriwal uses one to one communication with
surprising results. If it was not for his direct
approach to the people, his apology about his
demitting office in a huff would not have won
acceptance.

O]

Roy Mathew is a journalist in Trivandrum &
formerly deputy chief of bureau of The Hindu
Homepage: http://expert-eyes.org
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Anto P Cheerotha

Do you think media celebrate absolute
freedom in our country? Unfortunately answer
would be a big NO, according to Indian constitu-
tion argues. It is as always a burning topic, even
in the verge of India’s 68" Independence Day.
The Indian Constitution, while not mentioning
the word press , provides for the right of freedom
and expression (Article 19(1) a). It is not offering
any special privilege to media freedom as such
but can be treated as a fundamental right of
every citizen. This constitutional aspect is evident
from the words of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, Freedom of Press is an Article of Faith
with us, sanctified by our Constitution, validated
by four decades of freedom and indispensable to
our future as a Nation.

The Indian Press has a long history right
from the times of British rule in the country. The
British Government enacted a number of legisla-
tions to control the press, like the Indian Press
Act, 1910, then in 1931-32 the Indian Press
(Emergency) Act etc. In the Post-Constitutional

Media Freedom
and India

k
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Era, there is a change in the outlook. Every
citizen has got fundamental right to live with
dignity and respect and a right to privacy guar-
anteed to him under Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion. Both Article 19(l)a and Article 19(l)g (which
provides for freedom of profession, occupation,
trade or business) are offering every provisions
to citizens for freedom of expression and speech,
but it is not for union of citizens. However this
right is subject to restrictions under Article 19(2),
whereby this freedom can be restricted for
reasons of “sovereignty and integrity of India,
the security of the State, and friendly relations
with foreign States, public order, preserving
decency, preserving morality, in relation to
contempt of court, defamation, or incitement to
an offense.

Who threatens media freedom? There is a
change in the ownership pattern that as from
chain to conglomerate ownership. It is also
suggested that the editors and journalists cannot
have adequate freedom of collecting and dis-
seminating facts and offering comments as they
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are under the pressure of the capitalist owners.

India’s ranking in a global press freedom
index has fallen significantly in the past year,
putting it behind countries such as Liberia,
Kyrgyzstan, South Sudan and Albania. There are
different incidents where media freedom is
being curtailed. In the recent past (2001),
in the Tehelka Case, The portal
Tehelka.com was forced to shut down
completely and its journalists were con-
tinuously harassed as the journalists
exposed the scam in the defense ministry
involving Ex-Defense Personnel & Central
Government Ministers.

In April 2003, The Hindu ran two
articles criticlizing Jayalalitha’s actions of
expelling and jailing opposition members
from the state legislature. Jayalalitha
retaliated by filing 17 criminal defamation
cases, and ordering 5 senior editors of the
newspaper, to be jailed for 15 days each.

In August 2007, members of the right wing
political party Shiv Sena vandalized the
office of Outlook when it published an article
where the party leader was listed as ‘Villain’.
More recently, in April 2012, Jadavpur University
professor Ambikesh Mohapatra was arrested for
circulating a cartoon of Mamata Banerjee.

Do you think media freedom should be
controlled? In this context the statement made
by Markandey Katju, former Press Council
Chairman is significant, that as Press Council
should be renamed as Media Council with
adequate teeth. In words of the Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi, “The role of journal-
ism should be service. The Press is a great
power, but just as an unchained torrent of water
submerges the whole countryside and devastates
crops, even so an uncontrolled pen serves but to
destroy”.

Recently, when Mumbai was under terror
threat in 26/11 the media acted irresponsibly by
telecasting live; it had given the terrorists getting
detailed information about the ground situation
that they would not normally have got. In April
2009, Union Home Minister P Chidambaram
was addressing the media at a press conference
a journalist threw shoe at the minister on protest
of acquittal of a Congress leader accused of
leading Anti-Sikh riots in 1984. The journalist
named Jarnal Singh was a reporter of Dainik
Jagran, a local newspaper. Later on he apolo-

gized to the Union Home minister for his act.
This was one of the most condemnable acts
which showed the ugly side of the press.

There are three pillars of a democracy that
as the legislative, the executive & the judiciary.

The press acts as the fourth pillar of a democ-
racy. The press has played many significant roles
in delivering justice, public welfare etc. Espe-
cially there are quite a lot of incidents where
media acted responsibly including; Jessica Lal’s
case, Priyadarshini Mattoo’s Case, Aarushi
Talwar’s murder case and Ruchika Girhotra’s
case.

Many authorities have held that the Right to
Freedom of Speech conferred by Article 19(1) of
the Constitution is adequate to protect the
freedom of the Press. Judicial decisions have
however made it clear that the Fundamental
Rights are conferred only on citizens and not on
associations of citizens. In the present times, no
newspaper or other periodical can normally be
brought out by individuals; it can only be brought
out by corporate bodies. Moreover, it has also
been held by Courts that, in view of the limita-
tions put under Article 19 (2) etc., pre-censorship
can be imposed on newspapers even when the
country is not faced by an Emergency due to
external aggression or internal rebellion or similar
circumstances.

©

Anto P Cheerotha, Assistant Professor, Dept. of
Mass Communication & Journalism,
Kannur University
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Shoma A. Chatterji

The portrayal of media personalities in
Indian mainstream films in general and
Bollywood films in particular can rarely be called
authentic. In fact, sometimes, commercial
compromises distort and dilute the image of a
media professional — journalist or reporter from
the print media or media professionals in the
electronic media within cinema. How authentic
are these portrayals? Are journalists, reporters,
news-readers, anchors and interviewers really as
cheap as they are shown in films? Or, are there
genuine reporters committed to the three objec-
tives of ethical journalism — objectivity, accuracy

Representation of the

media In

Bollywood Films

and integrity? Most films give a more or less
realistic view of journalists as professionals and
how their ethical values have taken a beat in an
environment of corrupt practices. But sometimes,
the general picture one comes away with is not
very pleasant.

In the recently released Bajrangi Bhaijan
(2015), we are introduced to a small-time
reporter of a small town. His name is Chand
Nawab (Nawazuddin Siddique) who is struggling
for his “Bariking News” for a Pakistani paper. His
entry gives a new direction to the story and to
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what a little-known incident can do to the career
of a small time reporter. With his story about
Bajrangi and Munni, the little mute girl he is
trying his best to restore to her family in Paki-
stan, Chand Nawab joints the search for his
long-desired story and becomes an overnight
hero in journalistic circles.

Among the very few films that have por-
trayed journalists in a positive and strong way is
Romesh Sharma’s directorial debut New Delhi
Times (1986) that fetched Shashi Kapoor and
cinematographer Subrata Mitra their only
National Awards besides the Indira Gandhi
Award to the director for the Best First Film of a
New Director. Shashi Kapoor is the very honest

HEHT Rl

and upright editor of a daily
newspaper called New Delhi
Times. The film depicts how,
in the end, the two leading
political parties - the Estab-
lishment and the Opposition,
use him as an agency to get
their work done but he does
not suspect their motives of
using him as a pawn and in
the end, join hands behind
his back and he is made a
scapegoat.

This hard-hitting politi-
cal drama was hit equally
hard by Indian distributors
and television because they
refused to take on the film
for either theatrical release
or television viewing. Vikas
Pande, the new editor who
arrives in Delhi from
Ghazipur in Uttar Pradesh to
New Delhi, uncovers corrup-
tion, murder, and bribery in
high office. When a politician
is killed, a journalist discov-
ers that a member of parlia-
ment had the man assassi-
nated. More shocking news
are revealed when this
member of parliament it is
learnt is an underworld
gangster. As the editor digs
deeper, the complicity of
higher-placed politicians
comes to the surface, which
leads to riots in one town
and an attempt to suppress his story.

The Tinnu Anand directed Main Azaad
Hoon (1989) is an Indianised and tweaked
version of Frank Capra’s Meet John Doe (1941.)
Though this was focussed on the unusual presen-
tation of Amitava Bachchan as an unemployed,
homeless and unlettered man who roams
aimlessly from place to place in search of food,
the film paid equal importance to journalists and
journalism. When Subhashini (Shabana Azmi) is
threatened with a sack because the editor has
changed and so has the management, she
creates a do-gooder from the grassroots and
begins a column on the socially good acts to
save society done by the fictitious “Azaad.” The
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incisive column, a critique of political
maneuverings becomes so famous that she had
to look for a real person to fit into the mould of
“Azaad” because the readers demand to meet
him. She finds the man she is looking for — a
man aimlessly drifting on the streets with his
equally bum friend and immediately christens
him “Azaad.” We never get to know his real
name.

Slowly, when she realises that Azaad is
being made a pawn in the vested interests of the
politically ambitious and dictatorial editor, she
changes her stance and decides to follow ethics.
The editor (Manohar Singh) offers another
dimension of a journalist’s character who is
manipulating the news, the newspaper and his
editorial staff to become prime minister one day.
These two polarised faces of the media is pre-
sented realistically in this otherwise commercial
film. There is third journalist, who is a stooge of
the editor, following him and his dictates like
Mary’s Little Lamb. But this man too quits his job
and the editor when he is fed up with the way
the editor has turned him into a human version
of a pet dog. This was a hard-hitting film too and
picked up at the box office much after it was
released. Main Azaad Hoon is a powerful
statement on how images can be created,
manipulated and even destroyed by the media
by journalists with vested interests.

Madras Café (2013) directed by Shoojit

New Delhi Time
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Sircar and produced by John Abraham is perhaps
the only film in recent times to feature a war
correspondent. The film is set in the late 1980s
and early "90s, during the intervention in the Sri
Lankan civil war and assassination of Rajeev
Gandhi when he was the PM of India. The film
won the National Award for Best Audiography
for Nihar Ranjan Samal for location sound
recording and Bishwadeep Chatterjee for the
sound design. Major Vikram Singh (John
Abraham) is an Indian Army Special Officer
appointed by RAW to head covert operations in
Jaffna shortly following the Indian peace-
keeping force’s forced withdrawal from the city.

During the course of his investigation, he
meets Jaya Sahni (Nargis Fakhri), a London-
based British war correspondent, who wants to
reveal the truth about the civil war, and in the
process he uncovers a conspiracy to assassinate
“a former Indian prime minister. Jaya is a no-
nonsense, committed war correspondent as-
signed by her paper to cover the Sri Lanka civil
disturbances. As she joins in the investigation,
there is a sharing of views but there is no ro-
mance and no sex in the relationship. The
relationship is enriched by the control with which
Nargis essays her role complete with her British
accent, pragmatic attitude and guts. Jaya’s
character was inspired by many war correspon-
dents, including Anita Pratap, according to the
director.

Mumbai Meri Jaan
(2008) is an excellent
portrayal of television
news channels using
news as sensational
and titillating when it
concerns even a
massive tragedy like
the July 11, 2006
Mumbai train bomb-
ings. Rupali Joshi (Soha
Ali Khan) as a leading
journalist of a televi-
sion channel is as-
signed to cover the
bomb blast in trains in
Mumbai live. She finds
that her fiancé has died
in the blast. She then
becomes the subject of
the television channels
who chase her for
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burdened by debt, living
in a fictitious hamlet

exclusive stories about her life with her fiancé

and so on. Her grief is augmented when the
news channel she works for tries to exploit her
story for ratings. She is so traumatised by the
shock that lies hidden within her own profession
that she quits her profession. Her personal
tragedy and its aftermath changes her percep-
tion about what being a television journalist
means forever.

Kundan Shah’s Jaane Bhi Do Yaaron
(1983), now considered to be a cult film por-
trayed media and media personalities in a shady
light not conducive to a positive image of jour-
nalists in cinema. The story has a character
named Shobha (Bhakti Barve) who is a double-
dealing lady editor of a newspaper with the
double-entendre name of Khabardar. It has two
meanings. In Hindi, khabardar means “Danger”
and it also means “do not dare” and in this film,
the newspaper suggests both! The editor is ready
to do anything to get a story that will raise the
circulation of her paper including fake stories.
Through its hilarious style, Kundan Shah weaves
into its narrative some slapstick comedy. The
massive Y-generation that has bloomed in the
world of the internet, You-tube and blogs, have
watched, downloaded and replayed the film
many times. Just one site shows a hit of 1,
25,000-plus hits and there are many others you
can hit and watch the film in with bigger hits.

But it is Peepli Live (2010) that takes the
cake and has it too. It is one of the most scath-
ing critiques of journalism in contemporary India.
Natha, the younger of two farmer brothers

called Peepli is persuaded
by his older brother to
commit suicide so that his
brother and their families
can get the advantage of
the Re. One Lakh dole
the government has
promised. But before he
can actually commit the
act, this news gets
reported by Rakesh
Kapoor (Nawazuddin
Siddique), a local reporter
from Peepli. One ITVN
journalist keen on filming
Natha’s death is Daytime
Presenter, Nandita Malik. She joins Rakesh and
takes desperate measures to interview Natha
and his family. However things get trickier when
rival Hindi news channel, “Bharat Live” finds out
about Natha and Peepli. The news channel
clashes with ITVN and each tries to film Natha’s
death in its own way. Written and directed by
journalist-turned filmmaker Anusha Rizvi and
produced by Amir Khan Productions, Peepli
Live is a film that unmasks the underside of
contemporary journalism, most of it not pleasing
to the eye, ear or taste.

By and large, journalists as a collective
group of professionals are displayed in a rather
poor light when they rush with their mikes and
cameras inside any film to take a byte from
everyone and anyone at the drop of a hat. It
makes for a very poor and derogatory represen-
tation of journalists on celluloid. This must
change and | wonder why journalists do not raise
their voice against such derogatory representa-
tion of the entire group. One may sum up by
saying that the credibility of journalists, espe-
cially television journalists, has fallen over the
years and this gets reflected again and again in
our films.

©

The writer is a freelance journalist, author and
film scholar based in Kolkata. She has authored
17 books and contributed to many compilations
on cinema, family and gender.

Email: shoma.chatterji@gmail.com
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in my Nizamuddin study facing the camera. Since the
live programmes begin around 8.30 p.m. and can last
for an hour and a half, with yours truly lucky if he can
get two sentencesin - ‘just coming to you, Mr. Mehta
- sipping single malt while waiting for the anchor to
free himself from the embrace of Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Abhishek Manu Singhvi at each other’s throats, is
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anecessary timepass.

Good habits catch on. | would like to believe my
example has inspired Manish Tewari, Chandan Mitra,
Mani Shankar Aiyar, Swapan Dasgupta, Ram
Jethmalani, Meghnad Desal to turn to the bottle at
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In my forty yearsas
editor, | have seen
many devel opments
in the print media
which are
worrying. But
nothing quite so
worrying as the
erosion of public
trust. Our
credibility is at an
al-time low
because readers
take everything
they read with a
bucketful of salt. To
repeat the truism :
if newspapers can
no longer be trusted
to tell the truth on
their news pages,
then all islost. We
might as well pack
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up and go home.
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oiloel aBQale alda)88 BOWo. PSMIZe GO DRLE]
#6)aM R0 sodealeflom ao(@ael, af)dls;
Ga00eNIMIENIoo M@ a00GEIWAS alladd QO8N
0o MOBGHIMIGOI Eoglwane Toasimyanoe
MWrlawo O®Iallm®)o HeIW)o (GleeQio B0
QI8 IOMIBH)MN) @REGa00. a006E0UWAS alldo)es
Q0B HUB emoae)s: Cricket is the greatest thing god
created on earth, certainly better than sex, although sex
is not bad either” (p. 132).

B c.af). @RENJOTT, OMVIA3EENI0ME, TVaflad
OSMA@3B9A@, GRMIAVEHAE, &) TSlod), @R)
TW@NE00T af)anlaledsm allemosdlong @ryEIWMoald
(@638, @RMNJOMIlHM®)0 OMTEIHMWI0 @ROYMW ]
OO0 3012 )B8B HI0la U8 af)S)OM)alOCWENSAIWO
6.

@RS)OM @RWIOWAIE) D oIV EHOTIO

aBQane @RANMINEMIWAIW BIWo. MAMIVLHOVINS
DB2ENOWHODE)O12J6mMD. (U@ il
©l2JAI0)0 AlEORWVWHASAUOY)DOWV af)(@OWEBIEN0
Gal0)PS BN alO6D) MADOTIH B0} Hal0)d
S@@OM TVYaHlee)aN) AleMIsd CaAT. @6
OO al@la0M]HNMDMIENSS CACMWIOS
®o@3aloyo Allalfo@@oeM). VLIMo HLNGWD, BQBBAIQ
AlO6m &LOB>U3, MVoRAIla]ql, TMVoRAIlEHITMAL..061]
@ BRYOOEALNBBAUA BT30S Y1,
DOWYID AEMLLIEBSITE Al06I010)6NBOHHN)IN MABAB:LOB:
8)9S @RYo WYailwo AQIOOBILN0 COMIN|S)OISW
@00 ¢dGlSlal @RONBUWBOHHIajo ANTTAW SO0V

AUMNOOHS)o MDVWLOVEHIENME. (Y IVWEM®O
BOB)OS AUVMOVWEHN)Olag) alOWIEMUIWE, @M ail
@OBITB B0} o RAV@BHoGalor)o ANV aflSIolan Meo
(Be2od] o.sl.ail.ofloal GrEINAICHIG @OaN)TVeN
©la] :0050 CaO QilaIGlen)an). MEIYROW)o
o@10d BOAUVIENSS GRLED MO ®EBBUIHH)
al0@OM)o AM  TRIEHIM)0 alQOOID MAONDHB)OS
CRIOBOMIAM) afladI06EB)IM 00y 1WEM®IBHSBOS
BOMIVail(@®aljo DVDVWWIOIWo MT@H)AN). (B (alTN
O®I@B B30 (alal@la) B0) &LO M@0 GMOBHIo.

“Vajpayee, Musharraf, Madhuri Dixit and
Margaret Thatcher are travelling on a train. The train
suddenly goes through a tunnel and it gets completely
dark. Suddenly there is a kissing sound and then a
slap! The train comes out of the tunnel. Thatcher and
Vajpayee are sitting looking perplexed. Musharraf is
bent over holding his face which is red from an
apparent slap. All of them remain diplomatic and
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nobody says athing.

Thatcher thinking: ‘ These
Pakistanis are all crazy about
Madhuri. Musharraf must have tried
to kiss her in the tunnel. Very
proper that she slapped him'.

Madhuri is thinking:
‘Musharraf must have moved to kiss
me and kissed Margaret instead,
and got slapped’.

Musharraf is thinking:
‘Damn! Vajpayee must have tried to
kiss Madhuri, she thought it was me
and slapped me'

Vajpayee is thinking: ‘If this
train goes through another tunnel, |
could make another kissing sound
and slap Musharraf again'.

To prove my point about
recycling, in Pekistan they tell the
same joke with one difference: Itis
Vajpayee who gets slapped”.

HANYM ROWINQAUBNHTNHNO2NBB HDD) DO
20 MIO1GHEMEBBBON AlOMODWIOWo. @RYCNIS
QAUGEDOMOBIHG MONITR]H QST HOB WUBl®
200 afladuwlenymm @RO)MW@ICOIVWIOS )91
GRIRIMEEBS)o (Al 18:0la] QI0G1E:WOS all@IWlal
00010)aM15 0 RO @RYENIBAUGILHVEMEDM MIOIHB:
@lanarile). 1990-@3 alOM)EHISIWOVI0)M amyad
2WIQIdWo ONR)aITIQIETRIOBIMNE Mo |®)CBH0SIWOW
200l@O0 1)FIMICRB 00 lWo MO E1HH0M
CRO ®QPYIOLL. EREOIVAVO@OHAN GRAGM §OHTVM,
206168 81AIGI MVoAIBOTIGE HIVATIOMIa]o
W@BHHOMY0 GAOM OQIOIH)AN). A O3V
GOMOS)o MLOMadldallamewos)o ailgyal$al ea1goad
@oOMIABIBeHEN0 @QIOIVIFAl af)M B86500) GREIDOM
GOMOOS®HMM AleMos BRYAURCINIEN)HW)o 6).21QYAN).
MONOS HOLIOOD TR (YW AMITVLIHH]
af)am) ailglenoanam af)M.2.8. HO8H9)0laljo DOV
WYoWo aflKBAOWS] 21B26)21QRaN).

@oalla calgdlanglond edeylwalye@Io]
OOMEN 02 NBS BRGITV}SHNNOW BOAUGLIIBMAEN)
al@lomomonawyowo. From Hero to Nearly Zero'.
®)SEOOMIT3 G IEGINSOG AUBMOAI0 (al2l00BM)
20O G2, HSeilailatm Tvaila]
calaolanglom aseilallaumdmean SDLJO@OSHN)aM
SORIODINM TVILUIWOEM) @IOMAD QAUISOROEH)
am). OOETNS)a O IDEBBSITI BREMI 2 l0IRBWeS)
&W)o aldB5le0)BSIT3 aFdhdWlal®y (alQIEM® (ald>S]
aflee)sHw)o eIEla] RMailam)em 20W18900®
Moelal®) BlaIMNoeE:I6ME BOEMo MOFOIEMM)Galod]
VYo H2IT®m calEclangload 001 @6NIAL

BB 2)ElENEMIGH)MM OO alddH, afllanls)
20 MOS0V HMONEMS)af) AllRWo &6
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eowoLdlelyo H06mMoM @eeEGao0o 221ailajlojanial.
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(aIQUIBODMEHHULNHM) @OEZa00 al)NElEe6MIes)
an). eModam eadeIn)e ES00GAIdWEan) BQ)o ©)alna]
SO ERERMINHOAN0 &OLIAIMIG:ANAIW all(@(al
AdOmMeeULlIX0)IM), M®. LISIM20W 66 Uil
6MAIg88 @R ILOMo.

DEO@ODIOWING CalGlTd Ao EHHETHW
M1OM af)2I0HH0LIOM)0 @IM @M}, L{laf)@aldam)
af)M aRQ)aI0EUIOBOMNIMEAD HM(A0)BH)SI06N]
OO @RINEC(B368BB 0 @RUSIHRH00ERA0EBB)0
@RADE  00UMIMBG:B)o GO aflaidlenyan).

&) Tlon)o BQJo @OHMHIGIW MAEEWHSW)o
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Slaf) AlRWeOm GBYECHN)IN EAOM, SOV (NMNo Oailoe)
GMI0U3 Moan@OMo aflamly cmodleoemeom aileiwlo)ors]
PANNE EROMOY® : “At present, the glassis half
full or haf empty. It depends which way you look at it”

@RAVOWOVEMAOWY HATAUS BHEAMINS MEOBERI
Bloyes alyemlonom afleidloyomomie allemod
COOMEN) HEIW)MIENE.  BRUSLNSOTIG ®Mlo® =ail
B9YIN, @RAINOROV WINUINBHB)BS BOUD. Hag)TVE:
ML5OMDo HafBAWIOMW)0 G DOYY apwlem®)o
a012JCH0BE1OM®)0 EaldPEL. TV}aOJOTNINESO (Yl
GNOIBHESO MNINDIBHESI TVMBABUTIHHIHMDMIOD,
fNInO)RMEBBB)0 @RYORISEBRANLIOD®, BO) aldaldhHed
@M)o OME CIVAUGO) MOS8 AlSIed m)e 1Tl
Q)M alEAIGaHAN0 MITWINNGIEE ¢a0E] @oamilajl
OM@OMENGla] BDSLNSEE MWBa@OM af)QIGIWIS)

ans. 3@dadlleno alello @0Qol
eloom Klallmacen) c203lw)eEso.

DEBOM, HFIOm MO IGI]
QosnElDd I8 ROWLM, (Y]
©, QAYAUITVOW GRIDHEBBOB GBSO
Oleom alemod caom @RORANUDIO
TMLEOMIRS BRMIVAGILNAN ®6Y
20WIA(IAUBODHMOBIOG 6NIdD6Slal
(@6200W10)IM)? @RGEZa00 af)$)
oyamy : ‘Arundhati Roy once told
me that for an editor to pull
skeletons out of the cupboard of the
rich and the powerful and put them
up for public display, thereis an
essentia prerequisite: the said editor
must have no skeletons in his own
cupboard.

So, what is the state of my
cupboard? Isit half full or half
empty? How many skeletons have |
removed secretly at the midnight
hour? If the answer to that question
isto be settled by my word against
yours, only confusion will result.
Even if an editor has managed to
keep his crowded skeleton cupboard
away from public scrutiny, the
people who need to know, know.

My cupboard is bare, an
emptiness which has alowed me to
go cupboard - rummaging. If such
had not been the case, my record in
this area would have been
mediocre. As a journalist, part of
my mandate is to pontificate and
preach. To fulfil thisrole | have
used the Caesar’s wife principle to
guide me. Whoever looks after me
upstairs made sure when the Devil came to tempt me,
and Mr. D came several times, | had courage to say to
him, * Get thee behind me, Satan’. | hope that doesn’t
sound too self-righteous'.

Editor Unplugged
Vinod Mehta, Penguin Viking 2014, Rs. 599/-

(00100 TVBQYHLI0000L110F DLIWISOo
@RWS0ald>MOEIT GLILID 3,

GLIIG6] D-02wo3 shajijacob67@gmail.com
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J. V. Vil’anilam

The Soviet Communist Theory (not very active since 1990)
evolved during the early years of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR, established following the Bolshevik revolution in 1917) and
which no longer exists since 1989. After 72 years of dominance, the
socialist republics of Eastern Europe and Central Asia disintegrated into

independent republics,
with Russia still as the
leading socialist country
bearing most of the glory
of socialism, and the
Republics of Georgia,
Ukraine etc. declaring
independence from
Russian domination and
the CIS (Common wealth
of Independent States) in
Central Asia, also inde-
pendent from the sphere
of influence of Russia.
Poland, Romania, Hun-
gary, Bulgaria and other
countries also came out of
the political influence of
Russia. With fall of Russia,
many socialist countries in
its sphere of influence
came out of it.

Communist sympa-
thizers do not agree that
communism has vanished
from the face of the earth;
they believe that socialist

Students’ Corner

The Soviet /Communist
Theory

The socialist/
communist theory
of the press is that

the media are a
collective agitator,
propagandist and

educator in the
task of building an
egalitarian society.

economic thinking will
remain for ever in differ-
ent parts of the world.
With the re-organization
of European and Central
Asian republics and their
independent stance, the
idea of communism has
vanished as a viable
economic proposition,
according to Western
capitalist economists. The
world has now become
unipolar, they say, and
capitalism as an economic
philosophy has won.
There are many who
question this concept. Be
that as it may, let us not
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take sides but examine what the essence of the
Soviet/Communist theory of the press was.

The socialist/ communist theory of the press
is that the media are a collective agitator,
propagandist and educator in the task of build-
ing an egalitarian society. This view was first
propagated by V. . Lenin, the founder of the
Soviet system. When Lenin died in 1924, Joseph
Stalin took over the reins of the USSR. Stalin
used the media to impose his will on the people.
As a ruthless dictator, he found the media a
convenient tool to manipulate the people, and
justify his actions.

This theory claimed that a people’s govern-
ment could not but be people- friendly, people-
oriented and aimed at people’s overall welfare
and hence it could not err. The Soviet press/
media could not but be the people’s own estab-
lishment and run by the people, it could not be
anything but people’s own, aimed at people’s
welfare and interests. Anything critical of the
government or anybody raising his or her critical
voice against would simply be anti-people and
unpatriotic.

The Soviet theory held an important
position in the post-World War 1l years and
it formed an essential ingredient of the
post-War anti-communist communication
theories propounded by the West, particu-
larly the U.S. Two sources that deal with the
Soviet theory are: Mass Media in the Soviet
Union (by M. Hopkins, New York: Pegasus,
1970) and Brian McNair’s “Media in Post-
Soviet Russia: An Overview, European
Journal of Communication, Vol. 9 (2), 1994,
pp.115- 135, and his Glasnost,Perestroika
and the Soviet Media, London: Routledge,
1991. Another important source, Siebert
etal., Four Theories of the Press, already
referred to.

The main characteristics of the theory
can be condensed into “the subordination of
the media to the Communist Party” consid-
ered ‘the only legitimate voice and agent of
the working class.” Although the theory does
not support free expression, it suggests a
positive role for the media in society. It
emphasizes culture, information, and
socioeconomic development as worthy
causes for the media. Communist parties
may accept the theory in toto, but other
political parties will not hail it as heroic, espe-
cially because the Soviet system has disap-
peared, And yet, blind hatred of a theory may
not appeal to free-thinking individuals.

Since China is the only claimant of commu-
nism these days, the Soviet theory no longer
enjoys much enthusiastic support from any-
where, especially because China opposes
capitalism only when it affects its national
interests. In other words, there is no interna-
tional communism under Russian influence now.

See you later, communicator!

©

Professor Dr. ]. V. Vil’anilam iras Vice-
Chancellor (1992-1996) and Head of the De-
partment of Communication & Journalism
(1982-1992) at the University of Kerala. /4s
Professor Emeritus of the UGC he has taught at
Berliampur, Bhopal, Bhubanesirar, Calicut,
Dharicar, and Mangalore universities from 1996
onwards. Visit his website: umnr.vilanilam.com.
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New Books @
Academy Library

Fditing

Digital
Agge

Thom Lieh

Editing for the Digital Age
Thorn Lieb CQ Press
200 Pages; Price: ~3832.00

Whether working in a traditional newsroom
or as a one-person blogging operation, every
good writer needs to become his or her own best
editor. Editing for the Digital Age provides
editors and writers with the tools necessary to
ensure that published material is accurate,
readable, and complete. Author Thom Lieb
provides guidance in copy editing fundamentals,
including correcting grammar, conforming the
writing to a style guide, and revising material so
that it is tightly written and clear. The text is
designed for today’s digital publishing landscape
and addresses the many issues writers and
editors now face on a daily basis- handling legal
issues such as liability, copyright, and libel;
writing headlines that will attract readers;
creating multimedia packages to support an
article or post; and using various forms of social
media to curate content and connect with
audience members.

Bookshelf

Examining ldentity in Sports Media
Heather L. Hundley, Andrew C. Billings SAGE
279 Pages; Price: ~ 4150.00

Including the work of top sports communi-
cation researchers, Examining ldentity in Sports
Media explores identity issues, including gender,
ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, and
(dis)ability, as well as the intersections within
these various identity issues.

This co-edited, twelve-chapter book investi-
gates how various identity groups are framed,
treated, affected, and shaped by a ubiquitous
sports media, including television, magazines,
film, the Internet, and newspapers. While other
books may devote a chapter or section to issues
of identity in sports media, this book offers a
complete examination of identity from cover to
cover, allowing identity variables to be both
isolated and intermingled to capture how
identity is negotiated within sports media
platforms. Far more than a series of case
studies, this book surveys the current state of the
field while providing insight on future directions
for identity scholarship in sports communication.
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Tell me, why the media here so negative? Why are we
in India so embarrassed to recognize our own
strengths, our achievements? We are such a great
nation. We have so many amazing success stories but

we refuse to acknowledge them. Why?



